
Want to be involved?
Submit your information 
to the program 

Women’s Sudies: The Political, Personalized.

Women’s Sudies minors are committed to social 

jusitice through an individualized course of study 

that draws from 16 departments and programs, and 

our minors are encouraged to develop independent 

study projects and participate in meaningful 

community-based internships.

Return information to SIUE WMST, Campus Box 1350 

Edwardsville, IL 62026 or via e-mail at 

siuewmst@gmail.com

___ I am updating the contact information that you have on file. Please send me any mailed materials.

___ I want to stay informed about SIUE WMST events, students, faculty, projects, etc. through occasional 
e-mails as well.

___ I am interested in serving as a Coffee With Cool Women speaker, as a mentor to students interested in 
my field, or in becoming involved in the Women’s Studies Program in some other way. Please contact me. 

SIUE Women’s Studies Program
Peck Hal l  3407
Campus Box 1350
Edwardsvi l le,  IL 62026
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As I began thinking about this year’s 
newsletter, I decided to reread the 
letters I had written in years past.  I 
was slightly amused--and, as an 
English professor, a little 
embarrassed--to see that each of these 
letters was punctuated with a healthy 
smattering of exclamation marks.  

I resolved to adopt a more restrained 
approach to this year’s newsletter, but 
then I found myself wavering as I 
reviewed the series of interesting 
events and programs we’ve 
sponsored.   So even though I’ve 
opted for more subdued punctuation 
here, I think I can claim with 
confidence that we have indeed had 
another “exclamation mark-worthy 
year.”

This year we hosted a variety of 
speakers, from filmmakers Jennifer 
Lee (Feminist: Stories From 
Women’s Liberation) and Therese 
Schechter (How to Lose Your 
Virginity), to advocates including 
LaDonna Long and Michelle 
Krusiec, to a host of interesting 
scholars.  For our academic lectures, 
we often rely upon our own faculty, 
and they continued the tradition of 
sharing their expertise on topics as 
varied as women in Baroque art 
(Prof. Katie Poole-Jones) to the 
media’s representation of women 
athletes (Prof. Lindsay 
Ross-Stewart).

This year, Women’s Studies faculty 
have also led us in multiple 

discussions of the intersection of 
race, gender, and activism, the kind 
of conversations that are particularly 
crucial in the wake of the events in 
Ferguson.  Moreover, we have 
sponsored several events that look 
directly at sexual assault, an issue 
that is taking on a new urgency as 
federal legislation attempts to 
address this problem on college 
campuses.  (Our calendar is 
reprinted in this newsletter and is 
available here: 
https://siuewmst.wordpress.com/
spring-2015-events/)

We also entered the fourth year of 
the Coffee With Cool Women 
(CWCW) program, a small-group 
“flash mentoring” series that brings  

>> CONT. PAGE 2
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A Year in Perspective: Dr. Catherine Seltzer, Director of Women’s Studies



Featured Artists
Women’s Studies has partnered with the Art 
Department via Asst. Prof. Katherine 
Poole-Jones to showcase student work. We’ve 
been extremely fortunate to consistently receive 
beautiful and thought-provoking artwork for the 
Calendars of Events and fliers. This year was no 
exception.  SIUE Art Therapy MA students 
Madeline Brenner and Sarah Pray designed 
artwork for the Fall 2014 and Spring 2015 
Calendars of Events, respectively. SIUE MFA 
student Joanna Hoge and SIUE Art Therapy 
MA student Katie Veys were also featured artist 
for women’s studies event fliers. 

Madeline Brenner: This single, digital image 
in the Water Series celebrates being a woman 
by connecting her with the vital energy and 
flow of water. The image visualizes a narrative 
of contradictions, juxtaposing these two 
entities; both are strong yet supple, dangerous 
yet inviting.  As an artist I am interested in how 
nature and the human body relate, how their 
functions mimic that of the other as well as 
illuninate their shared characteristics.  To me, 
the images evoke a strong softness and boldness 
that mimics this idea. (On page 1)

Sarah Pray: This image is from a series that 
chronicles a development in identity. 
Throughout early adulthood, I felt a vague 
sense of emptiness, like a silhouette against a 
colorful backdrop.  Yet, through an 
accumulation of experiences and transitions, I 
have pieced together a sense of self that is 
multicolored. What it means to be a woman is a 
complicated but important part of my identity. 

Joanna Hoge: Joanna is a visual 
artist/illustrator based in Saint Louis, MO. She 
graduated from Saint Louis University with her 
Bachelor of Arts in Studio Art and French and 
is currently pursuing an MFA at SIUE.  Her 
work investigates mind/body relationships 
across several mediums, and has been exhibited 
both locally and nationally. She aspires to 
relocate somewhere near the mountains and the 
sea.

Katie Veys: This linocut print is a reflection on 
moving to St. Louis. I created this print while 
reminiscing about an "old home" and the 
creation of a "new home".

Recap: Fall 2014-Spring 2015 Events 
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CWCW: 
 ●Jennifer Lee, Filmmaker
 ●Trish Cheatam, CEO, Think Tank PR
 ●Megan Smith, Domestic Violence Advocate
 ●Dolores Cantrell, Family Practitioner
 ●LaDonna Long, Asst. Professor
 ●Michelle Krusiec, Actor/Advocate

Exhibits:
 ●“Women in Art,” A Digital Exhibition, Part II
 (http://www.siue.edu/lovejoylibrary/tas/WIA_intro.htm)
 ●“What’s Wrong with this Picture? Photography of   
 Gender Inequality in Everyday Life” in Lovejoy Library
 ●International Women’s Day Project: “A Day in   
 the Life of SIUE Women,” online and in the MUC

Film Screenings:
 ●Feminist: Stories from Women’s Liberation
 ●The Invisible War

Discussions Fall 2014
 ●“The Women’s Liberation Movement and American 
 Cultural Memory” with Jennifer Lee, filmmaker

 ●“Campus Sexual Assault” with Chad Martinez,   
 Director, SIUE Office of Equal Opportunity, Access, 
 and Title IX Coordination

 ●“Understanding Domestic Violence” with Marcy Jacobs  
 of the Oasis Women’s Center

 ●“Sex Trafficking and Exploitation” Discussion Panel  
  co-sponsored with the SIUE Peace Studies Program

 ●“How Fairy Tales Changed My Life” with 
 Sheila Ruth, Emerita Professor of Philosophy

 ●”All Kinds of Labor: Women, Motherhood, and Other  
 Work,” Panel Discussion with Assoc. Prof. Flo Maatita,  
 Sociology, and Prof. Trish Oberweis, Criminal Justice

 ●”Righteous Anger, Civility, and Silencing: Responses to  
 Being Criticized for Racism, Sexism, Ableism, or      
 Homophobia” with Asst. Prof. Alison Reiheld, Philosophy

 ●“Women in Jazz” with Assoc. Prof. Prince Wells,   
 co-sponsored with the SIUE Black Studies Program

 
 
 
 
 
 Discussions Spring 2015
 ●“Artemisia Gentileschi: Portrait of a Baroque Artist as an  
 Early Feminist” with Asst. Prof. Katie Poole-Jones, 
 Art History

 ●“New Perspectives on Campus Sexual Assault” with 
 Chad Martinez, Director, SIUE Office of EOA and Title IX  
 Coordination, Ashley Whiteside, Counseling Services, and  
 Asst. Prof. Dayna Henry, Health Education

  ●“Gender, MisRecognition, and Asexuality: A Dialogue
 Black America’s Favorite Victims? Social Justice   
 Lessons from the Dunbar Village Case” with 
 Asst. Prof. Kiana Cox, Sociology

 ●“Mythology, Meaning and Misogyny: A New Conversation  
 on Female Sexuality” with Therese Schecter, Filmmaker

 ●“Women of Color in the Academy and Epistemic Doubt”  
 with Asst. Prof. Saba Fatima, Philosophy

 ●“Domestic Violence from a Prosecutor’s Point of View”  
 with Tom Gibbons, Madison County States Attorney

 ●“Antigone, Jocasta & the Figure of the Empty Nest” 
 with Prof. Sue Cataldi, Philosophy

 ●”The Full Picture: Interviews with Emergency Room  
 Volunteers as Rape Victim Advocates” with 
 Asst. Prof. LaDonna Long, Evelyn T. Stone College of  
 Professional Studies

 ●“Sexual Assault in the Military: A 2015 Perspective”  
 Panel Discussion co-sponsored by the SIUE ROTC Program  
 and the SIUE Peace Studies Program 

 ●“Women, Sport, and the Media” with 
 Asst. Prof. Lindsay Ross-Stewart, Kinesiology and Health  
 Education

 ●“Domestic Violence” with Michelle Krusiec, Actor and  
 Advocate

 ●“Sustainability as a Feminist Issue” with 
 Assoc. Prof. Connie Frey-Spurlock, Sociology, co-sponsored  
 by SIUE Student Organization for Sustainability and the  
 Office of Sustainability
 

students and accomplished women together for casual and candid conversation. These are 
some of my favorite events: like the students who attend, I always walk away feeling as if 
I’ve been presented with a bit of lived wisdom that I can use.  (More information about this 
program can be found here: https://siuewmst.wordpress.com/coffe-with-cool-women/)

Our blog continues to grow in size, and it multiplied in terms of its audience: in 2014, we had 
over 8,000 visitors, a fairly amazing number, and posts like Prof. Erin Heil’s discussion of 
sex trafficking and Prof. Alyson Spurgas’s consideration of the ways we talk about race were 
each viewed by hundreds of visitors.  We’re proud of our blog, and we hope you’ll check it 
out if you haven’t already:  https://siuewmst.wordpress.com/wmst-blog/

This year has had its challenges as well, most of which are the result of uncertainty about the 
Illinois state budget for next year.  Because our finances are so much on our collective mind, 
it seems especially fitting to thank all of those who have contributed not only time to the 
program, but have given other gifts as well--books for the Women’s Studies Library, cookies 
for CWCW, tickets to be distributed to students, etc.  We are deeply grateful for the support 
we receive from faculty, alumnae, and friends, and we seek to be good stewards of these 
gifts.

Finally, I want to invite all of you to stay in touch with the Women’s Studies Program.  
Please “like” us on Facebook, subscribe to our blog, or peruse our website… but it would be 
even better if you could attend a lecture, stop by the office for a cup of coffee, or even serve 
as a Cool Woman for our CWCW series.   We would absolutely love to have you.

With warmest wishes,
Catherine Seltzer
Director, SIUE Women’s Studies Program

 

Sarah Pray Joanna Hoge

Katie Veys

>> CONT. FROM PAGE 1
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While I cherish these memories, I was 
always perplexed about why the women 
and girls worked all day in the kitchen 
to prepare a family feast while the men 
and boys lounged about watching sports 
and snacking on treats, which the 
women also prepared and served.  Not 
only was their labor in the kitchen 
disrupted by trips to the family room to 
collect empty trays and replenish the 
supplies, but also to set the table just so 
and ensure that coffee, tea, and dessert 
were set up and ready to go. The only 
time the women sat with the men on 
these occasions was to eat what they 
had prepared and served. As soon as we 
finished the meal, the women would 
stand up and begin clearing the plates 
of my male relatives and begin taking 
orders for coffee or tea, cake or a 
cookie. All the women in my family 
had full time jobs so all of their 
weekend labor seemed unfair to me. 
When I asked why we were serving the 
men like kings, as I did on many of 
these occasions, I was always told, 

social transformation, those who work 
across racialized, sexualized, local, and 
national divides, inspire me most. 
 
What is most challenging about being a 
feminist?
Perhaps what is most challenging is the 
way this “f” word is perceived in much of 
our popular imagery. Too many people 
think that identifying as feminist means 
you are an angry-fanatic-man-hater 
strategizing ways to hurt boys and men. It 
can be difficult to have the call for 
collective action towards social justice 
heard when people perceive the need for 
the women’s movement as a thing of the 
past and fail to recognize the ways in which 
women’s rights are inextricably linked to 
the many different forms of local and 
global injustice we are working to 
transform. I think many fail to realize that 
boys and men can be, should be, and are 
indeed feminist. The well being of all of us 
depends upon setting up social conditions 
of solidarity and collective responsibility 
and feminist theorizing and organizing has 
been essential to such personal and social 
transformation. 

  

 

 

For International Women's Day, the 
Women's Studies Program asked SIUE 
students, staff and faculty to submit a 
photo that represents a day in the life of 
women at SIUE.  As an art therapy 
graduate student, I was interested to see 
how women on campus would use the 
medium of photography to express 
themselves.  What metaphors might be 
present?  What messages will women at 
SIUE try to send? 

I also wanted to look at the photos in the 
context of the "feminist selfie" and the 
portrayal of women in the media.  As 
Asst. Prof. Alison Rieheld suggested in 
her Women's Studies blog post, the 
"selfie" could be a way for women to take 
ownership of their public identity.  All too 
often, the media portrayal of women is 
unrealistic and embedded with subtle 
patriarchal messages, serving to 
discipline female bodies in the knowledge 
of their limits and possibilities. 
Frequently, these messages equate 
physical beauty and slenderness to a 
range of attractive benefits, like success, 
power, attention, control, love, escape 
from domesticity, and ultimately death 
(for example plastic surgery, and 
youth-enhancing products).  At my 
internship at an eating disorder treatment 
center, I confront just how devastating 
these messages can be for women, not 
only for the 1 in 5 women who struggle 
with an eating disorder, but also for every 
woman living within a diet-and 
beauty-obsessed culture.

So what do eating disorders have to do 
with Women’s Day? The photo project 
provided a way for women to counter the 
dominant cultural narratives that sustain 
eating disorders (not to mention many 
other things).  We cannot necessarily 
change the way women are portrayed in 
the media, but we can amplify our voices.  
We can show ourselves to our community 
in all our diversity, doing the things that 
real women do.     

If the 79 submissions we received are any 
indication, women at SIUE read a lot of 
books and work really hard. We also write, 
make art and music, go abroad, play with 
our children, give lectures, and teach.  We 
play sports and cheer for sports.  We 
volunteer.  We think about found memories 
and remind ourselves to RELAX.  We 
catch up with great friends. We teach the 
younger generation old book binding 
skills. We sort things. We spend time with 
our dads.  We agonize over budget 
spreadsheets,  doodle at meetings,  and 
marvel at wildlife on campus.  We declare 
ourselves feminists with buttons.  We make 
each other laugh.  We proudly display our 
intersectionality.  We do laundry.  We go to 
school, work, pick up the kids, go to vocal 
lessons, and make dinner all in one day.

We do many things and we look many 
ways,  counter to what the dominant 
narrative will have you believe.  Quite 
frequently, we break gender role 
expectations one minute and confirm them 
the next.  But that is reality.  I very much 
enjoyed a glimpse into the lives of real 
women at SIUE, as a reminder of our 
strength, complexity, and diversity.

Assoc. Prof. Mariana Solares, Foreign Languages 
In November 2014, I gave a paper at a women’s 
literature conference in Havana, Cuba: “Caos y 
locura en Delirio y Los blancos manicomios” (Chaos 
and Insanity in the two novels mentioned).  
Margarita Mateo Palmer, the Cuban author of Los 
blancos manicomios (The White Asylums) was in 
attendance at my presentation.  The paper has been 
accepted for publication as part of an open-access 
journal by the University of Barcelona, Spain.  I 
have been working on writing by Cuban women 
authors living in Cuba for the past several years.  
This paper also included an analysis of “locura,”  
insanity in a novel by the noted Colombian writer, 
Laura Restrepo.

Faculty Projects

Assoc. Prof. Catherine Seltzer, English 
My book, Understanding Pat Conroy, will be 
released by the University of South Carolina Press 
this May.   Conroy is famous for probing 
constructions of southern masculinity in his work, 
including the 1986 novel The Prince of Tides, and as 
a public figure, he has worked to challenge 
patriarchal institutions.  (Most notably, Conroy 
championed Shannon Faulkner in her quest to 
become the first woman admitted to The Citadel, a 
private military college in Charleston, S.C. and even 
financed her college education.) I will be travelling 
to five cities in South Carolina to engage in a series 
of public conversations about literature and southern 
identity with Mr. Conroy in May.

Faculty Spotlight International Women’s Day Project 
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that’s just the way it is. This answer was 
never satisfactory to me. I grew more 
uncomfortable with these family dynamics 
as time went on and I began to see other 
forms of gendered unfairness on the tele, in 
schools, and in so many other areas of my 
everyday 

What got you interested in Women’s 
Studies specifically?
Women’s Studies gave me a language to 
articulate what I found unsettling about my 
own familial and social relationships, and 
those more generally speaking, as well as 
my academic studies; namely, the largely 
invisible and assumed discourses of male 
supremacy.  Women’s Studies scholars 
contextualized and historicized what we too 
often assume to be natural and normal and 
provided me with theoretical insight, 
conceptual tools and further motivation to 
disrupt gendered and other forms of class 
and race based inequality in all areas of life.

What type of women inspire you?
Strong, independent women, who are not 
afraid to call out injustice where they see it 
and work with others towards personal and 
 

 

On February 25, 2015, Therese Shechter, documentary 
filmmaker, discussed the mythology, meaning and 
misogyny surrounding virginity.

SIUE Campus Kitchen and Making 
Waves Feminist Alliance came together to 
host a pie drive between November 12-21. 
With the help of student and faculty 
donations, they made 59 pies over the 
course of 7 hours. The pies were delivered 
to women’s shelter’s in the St. Louis area.

Tiffany Dvorak, senior library specialist 
pictured here, helped curate the display 
for the March exhibit “What’s Wrong 
With This Picture? Photography of 
Gender Inequity in Everyday Life,” 
Students in the Issues in Feminism class 
were selected to participate.

Asst. Prof. Kiana Cox, Sociology
In We Need More Than Pink Cleats, published in 
April 2014 in The Feminist Wire, I explore the NFL's 
paradoxical concern with women's health via the 
pink breast cancer campaign and juxtapose it with 
their relative silence on issues of sexual and 
domestic violence. These questions are even more 
relevant one year later, as a young man at the center 
of two sexual assault allegations prepares to be the 
#1 pick in the NFL Draft. Check out the article on 
the Women’s Studies Blog post here: 
https://siuewmst.wordpress.com/2014/09/29/
we-need-more-than-pink-cleats/

 

by Sarah Pray, Women’s Studies Graduate Asst.

Assoc. Dean of the College of Arts and Science 
Wendy Shaw created a poster from the submissions 
that will be displayed in the Women’s Studies Office. >> CONT. PAGE 4



 
 
 
 
 
 Discussions Spring 2015
 ●“Artemisia Gentileschi: Portrait of a Baroque Artist as an  
 Early Feminist” with Asst. Prof. Katie Poole-Jones, 
 Art History

 ●“New Perspectives on Campus Sexual Assault” with 
 Chad Martinez, Director, SIUE Office of EOA and Title IX  
 Coordination, Ashley Whiteside, Counseling Services, and  
 Asst. Prof. Dayna Henry, Health Education

  ●“Gender, MisRecognition, and Asexuality: A Dialogue
 Black America’s Favorite Victims? Social Justice   
 Lessons from the Dunbar Village Case” with 
 Asst. Prof. Kiana Cox, Sociology

 ●“Mythology, Meaning and Misogyny: A New Conversation  
 on Female Sexuality” with Therese Schecter, Filmmaker

 ●“Women of Color in the Academy and Epistemic Doubt”  
 with Asst. Prof. Saba Fatima, Philosophy

 ●“Domestic Violence from a Prosecutor’s Point of View”  
 with Tom Gibbons, Madison County States Attorney

 ●“Antigone, Jocasta & the Figure of the Empty Nest” 
 with Prof. Sue Cataldi, Philosophy

 ●”The Full Picture: Interviews with Emergency Room  
 Volunteers as Rape Victim Advocates” with 
 Asst. Prof. LaDonna Long, Evelyn T. Stone College of  
 Professional Studies

 ●“Sexual Assault in the Military: A 2015 Perspective”  
 Panel Discussion co-sponsored by the SIUE ROTC Program  
 and the SIUE Peace Studies Program 

 ●“Women, Sport, and the Media” with 
 Asst. Prof. Lindsay Ross-Stewart, Kinesiology and Health  
 Education

 ●“Domestic Violence” with Michelle Krusiec, Actor and  
 Advocate

 ●“Sustainability as a Feminist Issue” with 
 Assoc. Prof. Connie Frey-Spurlock, Sociology, co-sponsored  
 by SIUE Student Organization for Sustainability and the  
 Office of Sustainability
 

Faculty Projects 
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Asst. Prof. Alison Reiheld, Philosophy
My article on how and why miscarriage gets enrolled 
in the abortion debate, The Event That Was Nothing: 
Miscarriage As A Liminal Event has just come out in 
the Journal of Social Philosophy. The whole issue is 
a special issue on miscarriage from feminist 
philosophical perspectives and contains work by 
esteemed senior colleagues in the field.  One of the 
editors used her endowed research chair's funds to 
make the entire issue free and open access so that 
anyone can read it whether they have institutional 
access to JOSP or not.  A paper based on a talk I gave 
for the Women's Studies speaker series has just been 
accepted to the 2015 Feminist Ethics and Social 
Theory conference as part of a panel I organized. The 
panel is called "Shutting Down and Speaking Up: 
Silencing and Contested Speech." My paper looks at 
silencing as a response to angry speech, while my 
colleagues look at internet speech on women's issues 
and at how anonymity, for all the it allows people to 
use hateful speech to silence others, also has a 
powerful effect on allowing oppressed persons to 
speak up and not be silenced as they might with their 
names attached

Prof. Sue Cataldi, Philosophy
I presented a paper at the Luce Irigaray Circle 
Conference in Melbourne, Australia in December 
2014.  The conference theme was “Topologies of 
Sexual Difference” and my paper's (rather long) title 
was Architectural Imagery, Emotional Landscapes 
and Topologies of Difference:  Between Edith Stein 
and Luce Irigaray.

Asst. Prof. Dayna Henry, Community Health 
Education
I am currently collecting national data about 
endorsement of rape myths. Working with researchers 
at the University of Arkansas and Northern Illinois 
University, they are targeting various professionals 
who are likely to have a sexual assault reported to 
them or report about sexual assault to the public. I 
recently published the work I did with former student 
and SIUE alumus Ashley Sturm examining 
perceptions of sexual assault prevention programs. 
Jozkowski, K. N., Henry, D. S., and Sturm, A. A. 
(2015). College students’ perceptions of the 
importance of sexual assault prevention education: 
Suggestions for targeting recruitment for peer-based 
education. 

Catherine the Great—and Catherine Seltzer truly has lived up to that title, with all of her 
great work as director of the Women’s Studies program—has asked faculty to provide a 
short description of what they have been working on this semester for the newsletter.  But 
since this is my last semester at SIUE (I have accepted a position at Luther College in 
Decorah, IA), I thought that instead I would brag about how much I have enjoyed teaching 
WMST200.
 
The Women’s Studies introductory course “Issues in Feminism” has been one of my very 
favorite classes to teach. With a broad title like “Issues in Feminism,” I can include just 
about anything that I think is relevant. We have discussed archaic traditions (foot binding, 
coverture, witch burning), contemporary workplace rights (equal pay, FMLA), women’s art 
(thanks to Katie Poole-Jones for giving amazing repeat presentations on Artemisia 
Gentileschi), violence against women and campus sexual assault, body image (students are 
always ready to talk about that), eating disorders, feminism in the media, women in the 
sciences, video games, women in politics (including, but not exclusively, Hillary), 
contemporary crises (sex trafficking, rape as a weapon of war) and success stories (did you 
know that women now earn 62% of all Bachelor’s degrees in the US?).  

There is no way to include everything that really should be included in “Issues in 
Feminism,” but it has been fun to try. It has also been exceptionally rewarding to introduce 
students to new ideas, and watch and listen as they come to terms with the world around 
them and work on ways to make it a better place. Best wishes to those of you who will be 
teaching WMST 200 in the future. And goodbye to all my SIUE Women’s Studies friends!
 

Destiny Green
2014 Martha Welch Award winner 
Destiny Green stands with Elizabeth Stygar, 
instructor of Sociology and Criminal Justice 
Studies and faculty member of the Women’s 
Studies Program. 

Tell us a little bit about yourself. What are your specializations, areas of 
interest, etc.?
I am an interdisciplinary scholar, specializing in philosophy of education, gender 
and women’s studies, critical race theory, and psychoanalytic inquiry.  Drawing on a 
range of educational theory and practice, much of my research focuses on the ways 
in which our educational institutions reinforce unjustifiable social hierarchies but 
have the potential to disrupt them as well.

What would you say was the defining moment when you decided that you 
wanted your degree to focus on women’s issues?
As an undergrad, I majored in philosophy and minored in sociology. There was no 
option (way back then) to do a major or a minor in women’s studies, but there was 
one course in feminist philosophy and I loved it!  I knew then that I would pursue 
gender and women’s studies wherever possible in my graduate work, which I didn’t 
pursue immediately, and by the time I was ready for graduate studies, the option to 
have women’s studies as an area of concentration was available, so I pursued it.

Tell us about the moment or a moment when you realized that you were treated 
differently because of your gender.
I remember feeling bothered about the way boys and girls and men and women 
were treated differently—unfairly—very early on in my childhood. At large family 
gatherings, and there were plenty of these—there always seemed to be a reason to 
get together and celebrate: birthdays, anniversaries, thanksgiving, etc., etc. 
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Jennifer Logue, 
Assistant Professor of Health Education

A Letter from Carly Hayden Foster,
Associate Professor of Political Science

Asst. Prof. Joel Nadler, Psychology
The lab had two manuscripts relevant to Women’s 
Studies accepted for publication.  The first was an 
examination of differences in competence and hiring 
offers for men and women dependent on both sexual 
orientation and marital status.  This experimental 
study used a sample of full time workers and found 
that equally qualified applicants were rated differently 
based on the combination of gender, sexual 
orientation, and marital status.  Additionally, a 
manuscript accepted for publication in the same 
journal found heterosexist bias in the evaluations of 
male job candidates favoring the heterosexual 
candidate.  The bias was not found when raters where 
held accountable to diversity initiatives. 
The lab also presented research at several national 
conferences. These include a symposium of sexism 
featuring research examining the perceptions of 
sexual harassment in organizations that are primarily 
male dominated and female dominated.  We also 
conducted a human resource practitioner survey 
regarding commonly used tools to increase diversity 
in organizations and gender differences in perceptions 
of family friendly policies.  Finally, students in the lab 
conducted studies looking at color cues, gender, and 
perceptions of attractiveness, eye tracking as a 
predictor of sexual harassment experiences and 
attitudes, and stereotypes of men and women in 
nursing management. 

Asst. Prof. Katrin Sjursen, Historical Studies
I had an article come out this past Fall: Weathering 
Thirteenth-Century Warfare: The Case of Blanche of 
Navarre, The Haskins Society Journal 25 (Nov. 
2014): 205-222.   

Asst. Prof. Alyson Spurgas, Sociology
In February 2015, I attended the International 
Congress of Critical Social Psychology: Affect, 
Embodiment, and Politics 2nd Annual Conference at 
the Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, in Barcelona, 
Spain. At the conference, I presented my article: Low 
desire, trauma, & femininity in the DSM-5: A case for 
sequelae, which analyzes social influences on 
women’s desire through the lens of qualitative 
sociological research with trauma survivors. Her 
article was recently published in Psychology & 
Sexuality, an interdisciplinary journal focusing on 
critical, social, and clinical psychology and related 
fields of study.

Isabel Gonzales 
2015 Martha Welch Award winner
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