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Spring 2014 

A Year in Perspective: Dr. Catherine Seltzer, Director of Women’s Studies 
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It has been another busy year for the 
SIUE Women’s Studies Program!  A 
quick survey of the events we sponsored, 
listed on page 5 of this newsletter, reveals 
the diversity of issues we addressed, 
ranging from human trafficking, campus 
hook-up culture, sexual assault in the 
military, and women in local and state 
politics.  Our speakers included faculty, 
members of the larger community, and 
national speakers like Julia Serano, the 
author of Excluded: Making Feminist and 
Queer Movements More Inclusive.  We also 
continued our third year of the Coffee 
With Cool Women program, small-group 
“flash-mentoring sessions” that bring 
students and accomplished women 
together for casual and candid 
conversations about life in the “real 
world.”  These sessions—which this year 
featured an artist, an entrepreneur, a 
detective, and a judge, among others—are 
always a delight, and I think that in many 
ways they represent the best of feminist 
praxis.   
 
We also sponsored two exhibits this year, 
the first a digital exhibition entitled 
“Women in Art,” 
http://www.siue.edu/lovejoylibrary/tas
/WIA_intro.htm, curated by Profs. 
Katie Poole-Jones and Mary Rose, and the 
second, an exhibition of objects collected 
from within the campus community, 
“Feminist Awakenings: Artifacts of 
Impact,” which I co-curated with Prof. 
Mary Rose.   (If you weren’t able to see 
the exhibit, you can read a bit more about 
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it on our blog: 
http://siuewmst.wordpress.com/2014/03
/17/970/ ) 
 
In addition to our work on campus, we’ve 
been continuing to expand our online 
community, including the Women’s 
Studies blog.  Started two and a half years 
ago, the blog is quickly becoming a space 
where multiple feminisms are represented 
and a variety of issues are highlighted.  
Blog posts this year addressed wide-
ranging subjects including the 
intersectionality of race and gender, the 
explicitly gendered nature of Halloween, 
the reclamation of “selfies” as feminist 
projects, and the wide range of gender 
bias in sports spectatorship.  We’ve also 
been thrilled to include students’ posts 
about their experiences conducting 
practicums supported by the Women’s 
Studies Program, and we’ve reprinted a 
post from MA student Ali Vlahos on page 
2 of this newsletter.  We hope you’ll have 
a chance to check out—and contribute 
to—the blog soon: 
http://siuewmst.wordpress.com/wmst-
blog/ 
 
You may also want to join our Facebook 
discussions (search: “SIUE Women’s 
Studies Program” in Facebook groups), 
receive email updates of events (subscribe 
from our website), or sign up for hard 
copies of our biannual events calendar 
(contact me at cseltze@siue.edu to be 
added to our mailing list.  It seems worth 
noting here that it’s fun to get mail from 
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the Women’s Studies Program, especially 
the events calendars, which feature 
wonderful artwork from campus artists.  
We’ve used details from pieces by SIUE 
MFA student Heather Sandy in this 
newsletter, and her work is also featured 
on the Spring 2014 events calendar.)  All 
of our events are open to alumni, of 
course, and we would be thrilled to have 
alumni as guests or as speakers and 
session leaders.  
   
I’d like to thank those of you who got in 
touch with us after receiving our last 
newsletter, and I hope we’ll hear from 
many of you again.  I also want to take 
this space to thank the faculty, students, 
and members of the university 
community who generously devoted their 
time to the Women’s Studies Program 
again this year.  It is inspiring to witness 
the impressive energy and commitment of 
those who support the program.  Finally, 
special thanks go to Prof. Trish Oberweis, 
who enthusiastically guided the Coffee 
With Cool Women program while I was 
on sabbatical this Fall, and to our 
magnificent program GA, Ali Vlahos, 
who will join Teach For America next 
year.  An excellent teacher and a generous 
soul, Ali is sure to bring a great deal to her 
students, and she will be missed in the 
Women’s Studies Office. 
 
Warmest wishes, 
Catherine Seltzer 
Director,  
SIUE Women’s Studies Program 

SIUE Women’s Studies Program 
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 2 Women’s Studies 
Women’s Studies  
Featured Artists 
 
Women’s Studies has partnered with the Art 
Department via Asst. Prof. Katherine Poole-
Jones to showcase student work.    We’ve 
been extremely fortunate to consistently 
receive beautiful and thought-provoking 
artwork for the Calendars of Events.  This 
year was no exception. Women’s Studies 
would like SIUE MFA students Sarah 
Gillespie and Heather Sandy designed the 
artwork for the Fall 2013 Spring 2014 
Calendars of Events, respectively.  Sarah 
Gillespie’s art appears on pages 2 and 3 of 
this newsletter, and Heather Sandy’s art is on 
pages 1 and 5. Below is what each artist 
writes about her work. 
 
Sarah Gillespie: I grew up in rural southern 
Illinois on a family-operated farm.  I feel a 
strong connection to the land.  My family 
and I are devoted to good land stewardship, 
implementing conservation practices and 
restoring natural communities on our land, 
as well as greatly enjoying the outdoors.   I 
work between two worlds, art and science.  
My interest in the natural world led me to 
obtain a minor in biology while my creative 
energy and artistic talents propelled me 
toward a major in art and a Bachelors of Fine 
Arts degree at Eastern Illinois University, 
Charleston.   I have been welcomed into the 
art community at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville and am pursuing a Masters of 
Fine Arts.  So look for me in my studio 
painting but also out in a prairie at home 
helping with a prescribed burn or in a woods 
someplace examining bryophytes and spring 
wildflowers.   
 
Heather Sandy: My work collages 
decorative patterns prevalent within the 
domestic setting with synthetic pools of 
acrylic paint poured by the gesture of my 
hand. In creating each collage, I explore the 
contrast between textile patterns historically 
considered an appropriate craft for women 
against the masculine qualities of abstract 
expressionism. 

The WMST blog page is a repository for insight on critical issues in 
Women’s Studies. The blog features engaging posts—written by both faculty 
and students—that reflect a broad set of scholarly and cultural interests.  
Featured below is a blog post by Ali Vlahos, the Women’s Studies graduate 
teaching assistant; it's a great piece that considers how we talk about gender 
discrimination to different audiences and its different forms. Ali will 
graduate with her M.A. in Creative Writing in  Spring 2014, and her 
contribution to our blog reveals the ways that her sensibilities as a writer and 
as a feminist merge to create a form of activism that is equally informed by 
language, politics, and performance.  Here, she not only shares some of her 
work with us, bust demonstrates the ways in which audiences–Women’s 
Studies 200 students, incarcerated young men, and, ultimately, blog readers–
come together to give a text shape and meaning. 
 

(The Making of On Being Female) 
On Being Female (see below) is a spoken word piece that came into existence because 
of two things: a Women’s Studies Graduate Teaching Assistantship and Writing the 
Wrongs.  As the Women’s Studies GA, I assist with Women’s Studies 200.  Writing 
the Wrongs is a creative writing workshop with incarcerated youth at an all-male 
facility. 
 
Both of these things have teaching component, both combine passions of mine 
(gender studies, creative writing, and social justice), and both challenge social and 
societal norms (and I’ve always had a bit of a rebellious streak.) It didn’t occur to me 
that my Women’s Studies GA and Writing the Wrongs could be disparate and 
different things until I began encountering questions. What’s it like working with only 
male offenders? and As a woman, aren’t you apprehensive about working with all-male  
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(The Making of) On Being Female contd. 
 
criminals?  (by the way, I have a hard time thinking of the young men I work with as 
“criminals”) and Don’t you ever worry what could happen in the facility? and What safety 
precautions are there for you being around prisoners? 
   
Curiously, very few people asked me about what types of things embody Women’s 
Studies.  It seemed my work with the juveniles was the more interesting thing I do. 
 
I saw no reason to separate the work I was doing at the university and at the youth 
facility. I spoke to the WMST students about Writing the Wrongs and vice versa.  
During a particularly rambunctious workshop at the facility whereby the volunteer 
coordinator (a male, and not just any male but one who used to be a professional 
NFL player, you know, the stereotype of male masculinity with his muscles on top of 
muscles, sparkling white teeth, and an impeccable sense of style) had to reprimand 
the raucous group of young men after I had already told them to calm down.  Three 
times.  As I left the facility, the volunteer coordinator said to me, “You know the only 
reason they act out like this is because you’re female.” 
 
Let me make it clear that the volunteer coordinator is my ally; he supports the work I 
do with the youths and understands the importance of allowing the youths to have a 
voice.  The VC is the champion of Writing the Wrongs.  He also coaches the youths 
on life skills and encourages they young men to make informed life 
decisions.  Together, we have spoken to the guys about healthy relationships, about 
male masculinity and its correlation to violence and how it’s influenced the choices 
they’ve made (especially in relation to their incarceration), and about gender 
stereotypes and how problematic they can be. 
 
A majority of the Writing the Wrongs guys loved hip-hop.  I managed to convince a 
good friend of mine who is a spoken word artist, rapper, and poet to come to the 
facility with me to perform for the guys.  They loved him and with each subsequent 
workshop, the group kept asking me when I would rap for them.  When the 
volunteer coordinator said the bit about me being female, he meant no sexism or 
insult; he was simply being honest.  But it gave me an idea about how I could present 
the frustration I feel sometimes with being a female, but also a female educator.  A 
female educator of short stature at that. 
 
With the subject matter of Women’s Studies 200 in mind, I gave the Writing the 
Wrongs crew a challenge: if each of them wrote an entire short story (whatever 
“entire” meant to them), I would rap for them.  When I began attempting to rap, I 
quickly realized it was an art for which I was doing no justice.  So I amended my 
challenge to say I would perform a spoken word piece for the group. 
 
The guys rose to the challenge and then some.  They really wanted to see me 
perform.  I wound up performing On Being Female three times because they were so 
stoked about the piece.  I’d never felt so much like a rock star. 
 
It worked as an educational tool in many ways: a mini history lesson on Bikini Atoll 
and its pop-culture relation to Godzilla and SpongeBob SquarePants, a discussion on 
language and metaphors, and an introduction to new vocabulary.  We had a really 
good discussion on masculinity as well; we talked about what a double-bind was then 
I asked them what stereotypes and gender roles guys had and then furthered the 
discussion by talking about how those things affect women. 
 
After our lengthy discussion, one young man asked me if I really felt the frustration 
On Being Female portrayed. 

(continued on page 4) 

Faculty Projects 
  
Assoc. Prof. Nicole Aydt Klein of Kinesiology 
and Health Education and Assoc. Prof. Mike 
Dudley of Psychology completed research 
about influences on academic performance of 
bisexual college students. Bisexual women 
emerged as a distinct group, having more 
impediments to academic success than bisexual 
men and heterosexual women. Bisexual women 
differed from lesbian respondents in that they 
reported that depression, stress, sexual assault, 
and concern for family or friend were more 
likely to have affected their academic success. 
Other potential threats to academic 
performance included: cold/flu/sore throat, 
sinus/ear/strep, anxiety, homesickness, sleep 
difficulties, concern for family or friend, 
relationship difficulties, discrimination and 
financial issues. The research highlights the 
needs of bisexual college women who navigate 
heterosexism, biphobia and sexism. A 
manuscript is currently under review. 
 
 
Asst. Prof. Alison Reiheld of Philosophy 
received funding from Women’s Studies for her 
trip to Mexico City in June 2014, to present at 
the joint meeting of the Feminist Approaches 
to Bioethics (FAB) World Congress and the 
World Bioethics Congress. Her paper, "Making 
it Work at the Margins: Informal Networks of 
Care for LGBT Persons," is part of a panel 
entitled "Caring from the Outside: The Moral 
Necessity of Informal Networks of Care" and 
addresses the manner in which patients who 
are lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender 
encounter stigma from health care providers 
when seeking basic primary medical care.  
Reiheld argues that informal networks of care 
play a broad role in directing LGBT patients to 
tolerant providers and healthcare resources and 
that the need for such informal networks reveals 
the deep human connections that facilitate 
forms of resistance against systematic injustices 
within primary care settings. 
 
 
 
 

 (Continued on page 4) 
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Faculty Projects (contd.) 
Assoc. Prof. Carly Hayden-Foster of Political 
Science and Asst. Prof. Anne Flaherty of 
Political Science had their article, “Gateway to 
Equality: University Women, Race, and Civil 
Rights in St. Louis, 1940-1968.” accepted for 
publication by Women’s History Review, 
forthcoming 2015. This article in Women's 
History Review examines the history of the 
desegregation process of the American 
Association of University Women (AAUW) 
branch in St. Louis.  
 
Asst. Prof. Jennifer Logue of Education 
Leadership has been working on a book 
prospectus about the study of ignorance. She 
theorizes that ignorance is not the opposite of 
knowledge, but rather should be thought of as 
knowledge's twin. She looks at the ways in 
which ignorance is produced, reproduced, and 
consumed in ways quite similar to the 
production of knowledge. 
 
Asst. Prof. Elizabeth Lyman of Theater and 
Dance is working on two articles - one 
supported by a STEP grant -- both on 18th/19th 
century playscripts and manuscripts: “'Pinning 
Men to the Floor with Forks': Novel Stage 
Directions from the Larpent Collection" and 
"Upsetting the Tea-Table: Theatrical Scenes of 
Destructive Intrusion 1765-1840." 
 
Assoc. Prof. Valerie Vogrin of English 
Language and Literature was recently published 
"Conversations with my Landlord: Jorie" in 
Bluestem Literary Magazine. 
http://www.bluestemmagazine.com/?page_id=
4003&preview=true and is completing revisions 
on a novel, "Standing by for Further 
Instructions," which is full of trouble for women, 
i.e. aggravated assault, spousal abuse, parental 
abduction, teen pregnancy. Believe it or not, 
the book isn't the bummer of all bummers, 
because there's also a lot of unbidden kindness 
and friendship and cats in the book, as well as 
buttered toast, synchronized swimming, 
knitting, and teaching - the kind of things that 
make life worth living. The over-arching 
questions are the ones that confound Valerie 
Vogrin most: Why is the world such a 
dangerous, violence place? Why is it so hard to 
love? 
 
Asst. Prof. Joel Nadler of Psychology co-edited a 
special issue of Analyses of Social Issues and 
Public Policy entitled "The Future of Women’s 
Reproductive Health: Evidence, Policy, and 
Politics,” and co-authored a number of essays this 
year, including “Gender Roles and Organizational 
Citizenship Behaviors:  Effects on Managerial 
Evaluations” in Gender in Management: An 
International Journal. 

(Continued on page 5) 

(The Ma king of) On Being Female contd. 
 
I replied honestly: there’s not a day that goes by that I’m not reminded of my gender 
in some sort of stereotypical way. 
 
At the end of the workshop as the guys read their freewrites aloud, I couldn’t help 
but smile: they took our conversation and transferred it to insightful writing about 
race, gender, class, and even animal rights.  My smile didn’t fade: we were all 
simultaneously speaking our own individual language and yet also a shared language. 
 
On Being Female 
When I was little, I never questioned the dolls in my hands or the pink on my clothes; I was 
too young to realize I was tangled in the threads and throes of social control hard at work.  I 
was too young to differentiate between a smile and a smirk.  I never cared for dolls though, I’d 
rather have a book, but all that was commented on was my looks.  “Oh how pretty” and “Oh 
how cute” until I stopped wearing dresses.  Then society stripped me into disrepute. 
 
I became friends with Webster and Oxford, started using big words.  Words that spurred me, 
turned me into more than a pretty bird.   I learned brains equal intimidation…cuz a girl with 
intelligence is an aberration.  I’m programmed to be cute, dainty, and shy; and it’s taboo to 
speak of the things politics are divisible by.  I haven’t the voice for race, nor gender, nor class, 
nor religion.  Nah, I’m to be treated as a domestic pigeon with clipped wings, caged in a 
kitchen.  And there’s no room for anger or being aware.  Uh uh, I’m just a pretty face with a 
head full of air. 
 
I’m not to curse, work, converse, or even go berserk at all the things that tie me down, like 
these apron strings and unfunctioning wings.  This de-volving, revolving, never-ending role has 
me dissolving, frantically problem solving, tryna get off of this Bikini Atoll, home of Godzilla, 
the ultimate guerilla from a poisoned radiation…a parallel to the media of this nation.  I have 
to wonder what this media does to my gender, photoshops us into oblivion; we throw up our 
food because we dare not digest as we obsess about our size and how to dress.  We are 
forbidden to be hairy, sweaty, or loud.  Oh why don’t I just shut up and do another load?  Let 
me air dirty laundry, let me clear the air:  the standard society has for women just isn’t fair. 
 
It’s hard to traverse this space that’s laced with displaced disgrace but every day, every day, I 
navigate this runway: I’m a spectacle to be gawked at, my anatomy on display.  As I walk, I’m 
hawked at, taunted, seen as prey.   When I walk my dog during the day I’m asked if I’m as 
kinky as my hair, but if I were to be attacked at night, I’d be asked “Well, what did you 
wear?” 
 
Being a woman is a double-bind, a catch 22: I’m damned when I don’t, and damned when I 
do.  I am perceived to be refined by but instead I am defined by, confined to my gender roles: I 
cannot escape, I cannot see and it’s hard to breathe through this scarlet tape over my 
mouth.  Always that Easy ‘A’; I can be pretty or smart, but never both.  It’s worse than a 
doctor violating the Hippocratic Oath.  I cannot win no matter which way I spin, much to my 
chagrin.  You see, I can’t have sex or I’m a slut, and if I don’t “put out” I’m a prude.  If I’m 
assertive, it’s aggression and I’m a bitch… but if I’m passive I’m weak and it’s a glitch.  There 
are so many rules, I can’t hardly think.  Think?  Women?  Uh huh, women don’t need to 
think, only do.  “Women take care, but men take charge.” 
 
The thing about that is this:  women are the foundation of the world.  Women are the 
foundation of the world.  We are the backbone and the muscle of life’s structure.  Our bodies 
twist and contort to be the child support that escorts life into this world.  Our bodies are 
strong, our minds just as much.  We are not a crutch but rather the tuck point that connects, 
the adhesive that binds this world into a cohesive design.  
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Faculty Projects (contd.) 

Chair and Prof. Laurie Puchner of Educational 
Leadership and Prof. Linda Markowitz of 
Sociology and Criminal Justice Studies received 
an AAUW Community Action Grant to develop 
and implement a critical media literacy curriculum 
unit focused on gender stereotypes as they 
pertain to girls' entrance in STEM professions. 
Their collaborative project asked middle school 
students to challenge the sorts of gender 
binaries reflected in and reinforced by the 
media. 
 
 
Asst. Prof. Saba Fatima of Philosophy 
presented “Muslim Women & Space Allocation 
in the ‘Two Holy Mosques’”at the  Villanova 
University 19th Annual Philosophy Conference. 
This paper examines the pragmatic reasons for 
gendered divisions of space in Masjid al-Haram 
in Makkah and Masjid an-Nabawi in Madinah – 
jointly referred to as the Two Holy Mosques – 
and the broader implications of such a division. 
Fatima argues that space allocation is instituted 
in a way that socializes us to devalue the social 
and moral status of Muslim women. The 
repercussions of women being delegated to 
invisible spaces are problematic not only for 
how women are perceived, but also in how they 
perceive themselves. Ultimately, it affects the 
ability to lay claim to legitimate religious 
authority and spiritual closeness. 

 

Asst. Prof. Katherine Poole-Jones of Art and 
Design gave the Women's History Month 
lecture at the St. Louis Art Museum on March 
21st: “Berthe Morisot in the Impressionist 
Circle.” Her essay “Heroines and Triumphs: 
Visual Exemplars, Family Politics, and Gender 
Ideology in Baroque Rome,” will be published 
in May by Carleton College in a Festschrift for 
Alison Kettering. And she collaborated with 
Assoc. Prof. Mary Rose of the Lovejoy Library 
on - “Women in Art,” which  was released in 
March: 
www.siue.edu/lovejoylibrary/tas/WIA_intro.htm  

 
Tell us a little bit about yourself. What are your specializations, areas of 
interest, etc.? 
 I specialize in bioethics, and applied ethics more generally. Recently, I've 
started working on a slew of projects which have to do with how we handle 
interactions with people who are morally quite different from us. For 
instance, in the context of the culture wars, what do norms of civility 
demand of moral agents? Does the imperative of civil conduct--which 
preserves diverse societies despite internal tension--ever require that moral 
agents put deeply held moral commitments second to the demands of 
civility? I am also working on a long-term project about how transgender 
individuals, and LGBTQI folks more generally, are treated in clinical 
medical settings. 
 I am looking at ethical issues specifically in how transgender folks are 
treated by health care providers while seeking care for what I call "issues 
unrelated to trans status": broken arms and pneumonia rather than 
hormone treatments or surgeries to assist in transition. Physicians do not 
always do an ethically acceptable job when in contact with individuals whose 
life choices and situations they do not understand. I am looking at why that 
is, and what the fundamental ethics of the patient-provider relationship 
demand. 
 I also am working on a paper on teaching controversial subjects such as 
abortion, race, and gender studies within the context of courses which are 
not explicitly devoted to those subjects (ethics; medical ethics; critical 
thinking). I argue that while professors may not have an obligation to teach 
these subjects, they are pedagogically useful when handled well. I give some 
of my techniques for handling these subjects and argue against the widely-
held notion that it is in fact best to deliberately avoid controversial subjects, 
and that forcing students to encounter them somehow abuses students. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Faculty Spotlight contd. 
 The project I am completing right 
now is one on miscarriage as a liminal 
event whose uncertain status places it 
socially in both the category of 
pregnancy (a failed or lost pregnancy) 
and abortion (the termination of a 
fetus' prospects). I have also recently 
completed an encyclopedia entry, 
"gender norms and food behaviors" 
for the encyclopedia of food and 
agricultural ethics. In addition, I 
recently completed a paper on what 
society and the state owe to those 
who perform unpaid caregiving labor, 
aka "dependency work," as a matter of 
justice. These are some of the projects 
I have in play right now. 
What would you say was the 
defining moment when you decided 
that you wanted your degree to focus 
on women’s issues? 
 Actually, my degree doesn't focus 
on women's issues, though I have 
extensive training in feminist 
philosophy, which I chose to acquire 
during grad school. However, I 
"discovered" philosophical feminism 
and the need to carefully think 
through power relations during 
college. I was a biology major in 
undergrad, taking a writing course 
with Gail Griffin at Kalamazoo 
College. I took both creative writing 
and an autobiography course with 
Gail, who was instrumental in 
starting K's own Women's Studies 
program, and it really changed the 
way I thought about the personal and 
the political as being inextricable. 
When I went on study abroad in 
Aberdeen, Scotland, I took a women's 
studies course, which blew my mind 
and introduced me to major features 
of structural injustice with respect to 
gender. These were reinforced 
throughout graduate school not only 
by courses explicitly in feminist 
philosophy, but by feminist analyses 
incorporated into topical seminars, 
which were not explicitly feminist. 
Again and again, feminist analyses of 

power, class, race, speech, and 
intersectionality were useful in taking 
on issues that were not just "women's 
issues." I commonly use these tools in 
my work and in my teaching. I confess, 
they also keep me sane and make a real 
difference to my lived experience and 
which sorts of things in my life are the 
sort to which I say, "this shall not 
stand." 
Tell us about the moment or a 
moment when you realized that you 
were treated differently because of 
your gender. 
 Well, I've been pretty lucky. But 
even people who don't harm me still 
treat me differently because of my 
gender. My really excellent 7th grade 
English teacher really fostered my 
intellect in a genderless way. But I 
doubt he would have told a male 
student in the class that his hair made 
him look like a 1950's movie star. As 
flattering as that is, it was very, very 
awkward and changed how I related to 
him. His persistent engagement on a 
purely intellectual basis helped restore 
balance after a while. But it was 
awkward in the extreme. I do not in 
any way believe it was sexual 
harassment. But it was a marking-out 
that I don't think would have 
happened to a male student. 
 Another example that might be 
good for the W.S. folks reading this is 
that I still, every semester, get addressed 
as Mrs. Reiheld by my students. Even 
though I give a brief discussion at the 
beginning of the semester about how I 
specifically prefer being addressed by 
my first name or a professional title 
such as “Doctor” or “Professor” 
because I did not earn "Misses" except 
by getting hitched to my husband. 
Despite this, someone always slips. I 
prefer to assume it is not a deliberate 
slight. I still find it baffling, as my male 
colleagues are rarely not addressed as 
“Doctor” or “Professor,” or by their 
first name. When they are called 
“Mister,” it is still a term that has all to 
do with their status and not to do with  

mosquito bite. You can scratch it. 
But it will itch again before too 
long. 
What got you interested in 
Women’s Studies specifically? 

I take this to mean Women's 
Studies here at SIUE. I had 
learned previously that I benefit 
professionally and personally 
from connections with people 
who take gender issues seriously, 
whether or not they agree with 
me on how to take them seriously 
or how to solve problems. The 
longer I am at SIUE, the more I 
have become involved--albeit 
gradually--with SIUE Women’s 
Studies. It began with just 
teaching a cross-listed course, 
Women and Values, my first year 
here. I taught that course again in 
Fall of 2013, adding some new 
material and trying new activities. 
I look forward to another chance 
to do so at some point soon. 
Eventually, I offered to give a talk 
on ethical issues in unpaid 
caregiving, though I was otherwise 
a bit of a ghost in terms of 
meetings due to teaching schedule 
conflicts. Once the blog got up 
and running in a regular way, I 
contributed at least one entry a 
semester. I have also made some 
very productive connections with 
colleagues in other departments 
who I might not have met 
without the women's studies 
program. 
What type of woman inspires 
you? 
 Hmmm. This question is 
difficult for me because I do not 
want to essentialize women ("all 
woman are...") or exclude women 
as admirable simply because they 
do not fulfill my description of an 
inspirational woman. 
However, with that caveat stated, 
I am inspired by women who see 
ways out of unjust situations  

  (Continued on page 7) 
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Faculty Spotlight contd. 
which have not yet been tried, women 
who make me think, “Good lord, I’d 
never thought of it that way before!" 
For instance, I admire Anita 
Sarkeesian very much for the work 
she is doing with media, and 
especially geek media, in her Women 
vs. Tropes series and the other videos 
she does through her feminist 
frequency project. I also admire these 
things in men. I admire women who  

can do this in realms including 
Women's Studies but also well 
beyond it in the sciences, in politics, 
and elsewhere. 
What is the most challenging about 
being a feminist? 
 Consistency, and using the f-word 
unashamedly. If one admits to 
feminist leanings, one has to be 
aware of the connotations here, 
connotations shaped by cultural 
images like what Anita Sarkeesian 

calls a "straw feminist": women who 
hurt other women in the name of 
thoughtless commitment to the 
acquisition of female power. It is 
hard to say, "I am a feminist" and 
to be prepared for what one can 
guess will follow. But if we don't, 
then the only feminists our 
students and fellow citizens will 
ever see are straw feminists. 
 
 

Recap:  Fall 2013 – Spring 2014 Events 

cwcw:  
• Tanya Patton, Principal of N.O. Nelson Elementary 

School, Edwardsville, IL 
• Ilene Berman, Artist 
• Andi Smith, Entrepreneur/former owner of Beyond 

Timbuktu in Edwardsville, IL 
• Monica Stump, Human Trafficking Specialist with U.S. 

Prosecutor’s Office in Fairview Heights, IL 
• Ann Callis, Former Madison County, IL Judge 
• Lt. Carole Presson, Investigator with the Madison 

County (IL) Sex Crimes Unit and Juvenile Division 
• Megan Smith, Domestic Violence Advocate 

 
Film Screenings: 
• The Invisible War 
• Pray the Devil Back to Hell 
• I Ca me to Testify 

 
Exhibits: 
• “Women in Art,” A Digital Exhibition 

(http://www.siue.edu/lovejoylibrary/tas/WIA_intro.htm) 
• “Feminist Awakenings: Artifacts of Impact” in Lovejoy 

Library 
 
Discussions: 
• “Domestic Violence” with Marcy Jacobs of the Oasis 

Women’s Center 
• “Girls, Women, and Trafficking in Humans” with 

Monica Stump, Human Trafficking Specialist with U.S. 
Prosecutor’s Office 

• “A Double Standard for Hooking Up: How Far Have 
We Come Toward Gender Equality?” with Prof. Barbara 
Risman of the University of Illinois, Chicago 

 

Discussions (contd.): 
• “Women, Poverty, and Microfinancing in Africa” with 

Melanie Slates of Microfinancing Partners in Africa 
• “Gender in Drug Enforcement” with Karin Caito of the 

U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency 
• “A Conversation with Illinois Lieutenant Governor 

Sheila Simon” 
• “A Conversation with the Honorable Ann Callis” 
• “Representation of Race and Gender in Animation” 

and “Ladies and Tokens: Diversity in Comics, Cartoons, 
and Television” with Illustrator Samir Barrett 

• “Women, Sports, and the Media…Oh My” with Asst. 
Prof. Lindsay Ross-Stewart of Kinesiology and Health 
Education 

• “I’ll See It When I Believe It: On Perception and 
Gender Entitlement” with author and activist Julia 
Serano 

• “Trading Attitude for Access? The Intersex Community, 
Diagnostic Naming, and Contested Collaboration” with 
Asst. Prof. Georgiann Davis of Sociology and Criminal 
Justice Studies 

• “Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault as a Feminist 
Issue” with Liz Fales of Safe Connections 

• “American Muslim Women Speak Out: a Panel 
Discussion” with Assoc. Prof. Steve Tamari of Historical 
Studies and Assoc. Prof. Saba Fatima of Philosophy 

• “Prison Nurseries and Justice” with Becki Garrett, 
author of Babies Behind Bars: A Study of Prison Nursery Units 

• “Ready Maid: Hannah Wilke and Marcel Duchamp” 
with Prof. Marissa Vigneault at the University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln 

• “Intersections of Sustainability and Feminism” with 
Assoc. Prof. Connie Frey-Spurlock of Sociology and 
Criminal Justice Studies 



 

 

  

Women’s Studies Spring 2014 

Want to be involved? Submit your information to the program. 
Return information to SIUE WMST, Campus Box 1350 Edwardsville, IL 62026 or via e-mail at siuewmst@gmail.com 

 
______I am updating the contact information that you have on file. Please send me any mailed materials. 
 
______I want to stay informed about SIUE WMST events, students, faculty, projects, etc. through occasional e-
mails as well. 
 
______I am interested in serving as a Coffee With Cool Women speaker, as a mentor to students interested in my 
field, or in becoming involved in the Women’s Studies Program in some other way. Please contact me.  
 
Name:___________________________________________ Maiden Name:______________________ 
 
Date of Graduation:______________________ Email:____________________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: ______________________________ Occupation: _____________________________ 
 
Current Employer: __________________________________________________________________ 

Women’s Studies: The Political, Personalized. 
Women’s Studies minors are committed to social justice through an individualized course of study that 

draws from 16 departments and programs, and our minors are encouraged to develop independent study 
projects and participate in meaningful community-based internships. 

 

SIUE Women’s Studies Program 
Peck Hall 3407 
Campus Box 1350 
Edwardsville, IL 62026 


